THE BRODIE CLUB
MINUTES OF THE 890TH MEETING
Dec. 14, 1993

CHAIR: Boissoneau

GUESTS: Raen Kilsitiel, Jord Cooper, Brian Hoisin, guests of Savage
Yvonne Bendell, guest of Jim Bendell, Jennifer Young, guest
o4 Don Young, Marny Tasker, guest of Ron Tasker

The minutes of the previous meeting were perused and after a few corrections,
were approved,

ANNOUNCEMENTS :
NORM MARTIN #reported a Tanager Symposium to be held at Cornell Univernsity.
CARRICK: nreferred to an application to the C,R.T.C. 4or a nature channel,
The applicant 48 seeking support fon this channel; the decision to be

announced by spring '94. Dn., Savage suggested Aending a Lettern grom the
clut for support.

Dn. Savage nelated Fred Bodsworth's proposal fon the next three club meetings:
JANUARY speaker will be Dn. Bridget Stutchbury on Hooded Warblens.

FEBRUARY meeting will deal with chayfish grom "Ontario fo Tasmania" featuring
Dn. Premik Hamn, .

The MARCH meeting's guest speaker will be Chrnistine Bishop on the topic of
Snapping Turtles.

Also - the APRIL meeting's Zopic 44 Zo be on Gonillas, presented by memben
BLLL Rapley.

SPEAKER OF THE EVENING

Bruce Falls intrnoduced the speaken o4 the evening TONY LANG.

Mr. Lang stanted his undengraduate work at the University of Saskatchewan
and Laten did some work forn Ducks UnLimited. He became Linvolved as a student

at the R.0.M. with Dn. Jon Barlow of Onnithology. Tony Learned of the Brodie
Club thrnough Local Naturalists CLubs.

Thavelling to Churchill as a fteaching assistant, he became interested Ain
Fox Sparows and thein song. His convernsations with Chis Nauglen Led him
to investigate the Sparrows song repertoine funthen.

Given that thene 45 a wide monphofogical variation between the four recognized
subspecies of this bind Mr. Lang wondered 44 they could be considered distinct
species based on song reperntoine.,



Song 4in songbinds 48 a sexual signal, polygamous species having a Larger
nepertoire than monogamous binds., It was found that females react monre to
males with a Large repentoire in tefyys o{ copulative frequency. Greater
male to male agghessive behaviour is also evident 4in binds with a Large
song repentoire, The information sournce for the Fox Sparrows song came
giom the Breeding Binds Survey started in the mid sixties. The nanges
studied included Eastern Canada, the Pacific Coast and the Southwestern
States. With neference to geographical variation it was found that binds
0f the Boreal Zone sing single songs whereas across the Western Corndiflera
multiple song Zypes existed., The Western Cordilleran - Boreal Forest split,
nepresents a general east-west schism in many songbinds: FLickers, Juncos,
Onioles, Wanblens efe.

Robent Mengel suggested PLeistocene Glaciation might be responsible fon the
east-west forms An species. Based on song the eastern and westernn forms o4
" the Mansh Wren may be distinct species; but the biological principle fon
classigication of species states that if the binds internbreed,they are one
species. The popular phylogenetic concept now L& that the smallest group 04
individuals that all have identical characteristics constitutes a species,
Intenbreeding 48 not a prerequisite fon species delineation. The taxonomy
04 the Fox Sparnrow 48 cwurently based on plumage characteristics.

Zinkl's unpublished §indings nevealed four mitochondrnial groups of the Fox
Sparvow. (L) The rusty colouned binds of the Boreal Forest

(AL) The Large bitled S. Californian birds

(AiL) The small billed birnds of the Great Basin

{4v) The s00ty plumaged AlLaskan birds
Whethen the fourn groups are distinet species is questionable. 1t 48 also

unclean why there 48 a difference in the eastern and western Fox Sparrow
song nepenrtoine.

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
BRUCE FALLS asked if there was a graduation in song repertoine from east
Lo west, Tony Lang said there was nof.

DR. SAVAGE asked 4if the four subspecies can be distinguished by plumage
alone. Yes they can.

The diffenence in Song among the four groups was raised by TASKER, The
nonthern binds produce a melodic clearn whistle, the southean birds utter
morne 04 a harsh chatten.
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BRUCE FALLS noted there i8 a great individual variation of dong Ain the same
population. '

BENDELL drew attention to the possibility that environmental acoustics might
play a nole in song variation.

TASKER thanked Tony Lang for his interesting tatk whereagten foflowed hearty
applause.

NOTES. AND OBSERVATTONS

HARRY LUMSDEN said that the Trumpeter Swan brood reared at the Wye Marsh
was seen at the mouth of Zronte Crzelh. There are presently uenty-nine
gree-fLying in Ontarnio. He asked everyone for sight necords.

BENDELL saw a grackle, Carolind Wrnen and White-throated Sparrows at his geeden.

BRUCE FALLS neponted Zen species of gulls including a California gull and
numesrous duckA,L\r{/\i Ao ""? %A PNYy o AF?A MQ&_,A-»% o N(‘cxaana\ .
RILEY commented on tree cutting at High Park. High Park has been classified
as A.N.S.A& The maintenance of Oak Savannah involves periodic nemoval o4

shubberny. Populations of Lupines have neturned as well as certain prainie
grasses,

;
H

deMATTEIS saw a Golden Eagle near Owen Sound 4in mid-November.

The meeting adfouned at 9:45 P.M,

~

Membens in attendance: 15 Frenty

Frank deMatteis
Reconding Secretarny




